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City of Haverhill 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) 
 

 
 

Notice of Funding Availability - BENEFICIARIES 
 

Title:   Youth Activities and Mental Health Fund  
Total Funds:  $750,000  
Eligible Applicants: Haverhill-based Individuals (See details below)  
Eligible Youth:  Youth living in Haverhill  
Applications Due: April 14th, 2023 

 
 

BACKGROUND  
As part of the distribution of funds received, Mayor Fiorentini has established the Youth Activities and 
Mental Health Fund (‘Fund’), with a total budget of $750,000. The City issued a solicitation notice that 
sought eligible applicants to propose educational options, socialization, enrichment and recreation 
activities, employment skills training, and other youth development opportunities.  It is the city’s 
intention that a minimum of $250,000 of the funding be for services that provide direct mental health 
and substance abuse counseling and services for youth in Haverhill.  
  
Last year the Fund received more than sixty (60) applications from parents, community-based 
organizations, civic groups, and education providers. A sample of the applications funded last year 
included:  
  

• Youth Development: Academic learning, camperships, violence intervention initiatives, 3-D 
printing, and design thinking. 

• Mental health and substance abuse: Direct counseling providers.  

• Career Development: System-wide career awareness and career development programs, an 
initiative that connected youth to local companies, city government, and cultural programs.  

• Education: Partnerships between the Haverhill Public Schools and community-based sports 
programs to link sports with the importance of academic skills development.  

• Music & Arts: Music production, voice training, and painting projects tied to downtown 
beautification.  
 

NEW SOLICITATION NOTICE 
This year the city is again soliciting applications from both Beneficiary and Subrecipient entities that can 
assist our youth with facing these challenges.  Beneficiaries are entities that will directly benefit from 
receiving funds to combat the negative impacts caused by the pandemic.  Individuals, residents, and 
families submitting applications would be considered beneficiaries for this grant program.  
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Please note, this grant guidance pertains specifically to Beneficiary grant applicants only. If you are an 
organization within Haverhill interested in this grant opportunity, please review the Subrecipient grant 
application guidance found on the city’s website. 
 

APPLICATION GUIDANCE 
The city encourages beneficiaries to submit applications for youth activity funding that will have a 
significant impact on the mental health and overall wellbeing of the young person being considered in 
the application.  Each applicant will be required to identify a negative impact the pandemic has created 
for the youth, and how the proposed activity will reasonably and proportionally respond to that impact.  
Purchases, such as sports equipment, classroom and educational supplies, art supplies, and safety 
clothing, are allowed to the degree that these investments are required for the activity outlined in the 
grant application, or making them available to children in families who, for economic reasons, could not 
normally take advantage of the activity.   
  
The Fund is designed to serve those who traditionally lack access to services because of economic 
opportunity.  The city strongly encourages applications that will serve disadvantaged youth who 
traditionally lack access to activities and services due to economic barriers, such as fees, uniforms, 
equipment, and other expenses such as transportation. One preferred source of eligible participants is 
youth who would otherwise be eligible for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. 
Applicants seeking additional information on CDBG eligibility and guidelines can contact Andrew Herlihy 
at aherlihy@cityofhaverhill.com.  
  
The city strongly encourages and will give preference to applications that will ultimately serve youth 
who reside in households that qualify as low-income (or disproportionately impacted) as defined by 
treasury. This includes youth from families whose income meets the “low income” thresholds as defined 
in Table 1 below. Income thresholds vary by household size. 
 
For the youth social, well-being, and education activities, at a minimum, the activity applied for must be 
for youth that come from moderate-income families whose income meets the “moderate income” 
thresholds as defined in Table 1 below, according to household size.   
 
Applications for youth mental health, substance abuse or violence prevention activities are open to all 
youth within the City of Haverhill, regardless of income limits. 
 
Table 1: Low- and Moderate-income limits (Determined by the SLFRF AMI limit tool for Lawrence, MA-NH HUD Metro FMR Area) 

  

Size of 

household

1 28,840              46,865              

2 32,960              53,560              

3 40,626              65,880              

4 49,025              79,500              

5 57,424              93,120              

6 65,823              106,740            

7 74,222              120,360            

8 82,621              133,980            

Low income
Moderate 

income
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BENEFICIARY ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS  
Below are general eligibility requirements that all beneficiaries must meet to apply: 

• Must be a resident of Haverhill 

• For any youth social, well-being, and education grant activity awards, the applicant must meet, 
at a minimum, the moderate-income limit requirements as defined by household size in table 1 
above. 

• The applicant has not received alternate Federal, State or Local grant funding to cover the same 
intended uses identified in this grant application to the city.   

 

BENEFICIARY REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION  
For beneficiary applications, the following documentation is required to be submitted: 

• Completed beneficiary budget worksheet for proposed activity. 

• Completed duplication of benefit worksheet. 

• Completed self-declaration of income form. 

• Completed conflict of interest form. 

• The city reserves the right to request additional information from the applicant as needed. 
 

INELIGIBLE USES OF FUNDS  
• Funding for activities that bear no relation or are grossly disproportionate to the type or extent 

of harm experienced by the youth due to the COVID-19 public health emergency. 

• Payment of principal or interest on outstanding debt instruments. 

• Inherently religious activities, such as worship, religious instruction, or proselytization, and/or 
those that promote or inhibit religious interest. 

• Funding for activities that do not serve city youth or combat or mitigate the impacts of the 
pandemic. 

• Using funding that may be awarded for any other purpose beyond those specifically identified in 
the grant application. 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
The city of Haverhill Youth Activities and Mental Health Grant program applications will be available 
through the city’s website located at www.cityofhaverhill.com under “News & Service” starting no later 
than March 1st, 2023.  If an applicant does not have computer access, a hard copy application can be 

requested by sending an email to youthgranthelp@cityofhaverhill.com. Additionally, hard copy 
applications can be picked up from Shawn Regan in the Mayor’s Office, 4 Summer St., Haverhill, Room 
100, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.  When complete, hard copy applications must be 
submitted back to Shawn Regan at the Mayor’s office.  All applications must be submitted by Friday, 
April 14th 2023 by 3PM.  Late submissions will not be accepted. 
 
The application packet must include the information listed below: 

• Completed Application. 

• Packet or uploads of all required documentation as identified above 
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APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS 
The city will establish a committee to review grant applications for completeness, eligibility and final 
award. Review panel members may consider the following factors in their evaluation: 

• Applicant is a qualifying and eligible entity. 

• Completeness of grant application narrative and required documents. 

• Impact the funding request will have on youth that come from low-income families within the 

community. 

• Anticipated long-term and short-term impacts the funding will create for the youth. 

• Applicants’ readiness to fund the activity. 

• Grant budget is provided, reasonable, and aligns with eligible uses as defined by Treasury. 

• Other factors as deemed appropriate by the panel members. 
 

APPLICATION TIMELINES  
The city anticipates the following schedule for reviewing submitted applications and determining final 
awards: 
 

March 1, 2023 Release of application 
March 1 – April 14, 2023 Technical Assistance upon request 
April 14, 2023 Deadline for application submissions  
April 17 – May 10, 2023 Application review period 
May 11 – June 7, 2023 Issue MOU’s and Grant agreements 

 

PUBLIC RECORD 
Unless otherwise exempt under applicable law, applications and application materials are public records. 
All information received from an applicant, whether received in connection with a grant application or in 
connection with any grant-funded activities performed, are subject to disclosure pursuant to the State of 
Massachusetts Public Records Law unless otherwise exempt. 

 

AFFIDAVIT, WAIVER, AND RELEASE FORM 
All beneficiaries offered a grant who choose to accept the grant will be required to sign a non-negotiable 
affidavit, waiver, and release form prior to payment being made. The affidavit will require the applicant 
to declare that all information contained in the application is true and correct and can be used as 
admissible evidence in any legal proceeding against the applicant if the city attempted to recoup any 
grant funds awarded under false pretenses.  All beneficiaries will also be required to sign a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) with the city outlining additional requirements.  

 

EXIT REPORT 
An Exit Report will be required at the end of the grant term.  Failure to submit an Exit Report may result 
in disqualification from future grant cycles. 

 

PROGRAM CONTACT 
Please contact youthgranthelp@cityofhaverhill.com for all inquiries regarding this notice of funding 
availability, or call (978)-241-7375 (ext. 3717) and leave your name, phone number, email, and reason 
for calling, and a member of our team will return your call.  
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